
 

AN UPDATE FROM STATEWIDE STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND DATA ANALYTICS—OCTOBER 21, 2020 

QUICK LINKS 

 DAC Q&A Webinar Registration 

 Open Positions on State Assessments Technology Work Group (SATWG) 

 Day with DACs Recording 

 Assessment Life Cycle Modules Now Posted on Testing 1, 2, 3 

 Upcoming Opportunities 

 Tech Update 

DAC Q&A Webinar Registration  

MDE will host the first New DAC Q&A Webinar of the 2020–21 school year on Tuesday, Oct. 27, from 2–3 p.m. 

This webinar will focus on the information covered in the New DAC modules. Register for the October Q&A 

Webinar. Details for joining the webinar are provided once participants register. 

To prepare for the webinar, please review the following modules in the Training Management System (TMS); 

they are available on the District Assessment Coordinator tab under the New DAC Modules category. Note: 

These are the same modules that were recommended for viewing ahead of the New DAC Orientation. 

 Minnesota Assessments Overview (optional for DACs who attended the New DAC Orientation) 

 Understanding Training Requirements 

 Scheduling Testing 

 Testing Policies and Procedures 

MDE uses questions from new DACs to prepare for the webinar. If possible, please submit any questions you 

have from the New DAC modules to MDE prior to the webinar in order to help with the organization and 

structure of the webinar. 
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https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D2314619151%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dt9695caacf3c7bf2d4f6036230d31e305%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D2356277030%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1118797557%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota
https://minnesota.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?service=7&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Ftc3300%2Ftrainingcenter%2FLoading.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dminnesota%26UID%3D2314619151%26RT%3DMiM3%26siteurl%3Dminnesota%26apiname%3Dj.php%26MTID%3Dt9695caacf3c7bf2d4f6036230d31e305%26FM%3D1%26rnd%3D2356277030%26servicename%3DTC%26ED%3D1118797557%26needFilter%3Dfalse&siteurl=minnesota
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/training/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfjebdlPgZINETRHIoRNGoxuuwj6M6DXVuSUEnLFouJgEZwFg/viewform


Open Positions on State Assessments Technology Work 

Group (SATWG) 

MDE’s Statewide Student Assessment and Data Analytics division is looking for district technology staff or DACs 

to fill open positions for the State Assessments Technology Work Group (SATWG). Members of SATWG help test 

software releases and provide feedback to MDE and service providers before, during, and after online test 

administrations in order to help achieve successful administration of online assessments.  

Members include district technology coordinators, district technology staff, and DACs. Committee members 

serve a two-year term. The committee meets as needed via conference call or in person. Please contact 

andrea.hansen.bishop@state.mn.us for more information or to apply to be a work group member. 
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Day with DACs Recording 

The two morning activities during the Day with DACs webinar (i.e., Jennifer Dugan’s “State of the Statewide 

Assessments” and the panel conversation/Q&A) were recorded, and will be posted to the Training Management 

System (TMS) on Friday, Oct. 23. They will be posted on the District Assessment Coordinator tab, under the MDE 

Recorded Webinars category.  
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Assessment Life Cycle Modules Now Posted on Testing 1, 2, 3 

As announced in the Sept. 23 Assessment Update, the Minnesota Assessment Life Cycle Course is available in the 

Training Management System (TMS) on the Assessment Literacy tab. To broaden the audience, the same 

modules have now been posted throughout the Testing 1, 2, 3 site to increase educator understanding about 

Minnesota Assessments and promote the development of teacher assessment literacy skills.  

The course modules can be viewed on Testing 1, 2, 3 on the following pages: 

 Module 1: Minnesota Assessments Overview (Testing 123 > Assess > Statewide Assessments) 

 Module 2: MCA Achievement Level Descriptors & Standard Setting Process (Testing 123 > Plan and 

Teach > Success Criteria) 

 Module 3: Test Development (Testing 123 > Assess > Statewide Assessments > [under the MCA 

Development Process expandable tab]) 

 Module 4: Test Construction (Testing 123 > Plan and Teach > MCA Test Structure) 

 Module 5: Scoring and Reporting (Testing 123 > Analyze > Access Statewide Assessment Data) 

 Module 6: Test Specifications (Testing 123 > Plan and Teach > MCA Content Resources) 

mailto:andrea.hansen.bishop@state.mn.us
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/training/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/training/
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/mde-updates/assessment-update/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/design/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/success/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/assess/design/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/structure/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/analyze/report/
https://testing123.education.mn.gov/test/plan/res/index.htm


For more information, please contact testing123@state.mn.us with additional questions. 
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Upcoming Opportunities 

WIDA Webinar: Test Scheduling 

WIDA will host the Test Scheduling webinar on Thursday, Oct. 22, from 1–2 p.m. Join the Test Scheduling 

webinar on Oct. 22. The webinar is designed for DACs and Test Administrators and will address the following 

topics: 

 Scheduling paper and online testing 

 Grouping students 

 Timing of tests 

 Scheduling practice tests 

 Scheduling a room 

For a list of all of WIDA’s planned webinars, the 2020-21 ACCESS and Screener Webinar Calendar document is 

available on the ACCESS Webinars page, which includes registration links. WIDA also posts recordings of their 

webinars on the ACCESS Webinars page for those who are unable to attend the live webinars. 

Opportunity for ACCESS Review  

WIDA invites Minnesota educators to participate in their upcoming ACCESS review events. Note that these 

events are virtual, so no travel is necessary. DACs, please share this information with applicable educators in 

your district. 

If educators are interested in being a part of one of the events listed below, WIDA asks that they complete this 

brief survey by Friday, Oct. 23, to indicate their interest. Participants will be selected based on experience, 

expertise, representation of regions, and diversity. If selected, WIDA will contact participants directly with event 

details and next steps. 

See the Oct. 7 Assessment Update for more detailed information.  

Teaching and Learning Led by Evidence Webinar Series 

This series of webinars is for any teacher or school leader who wants to center instruction on evidence of 

student learning. Kendra Olsen, MDE’s Outreach Specialist in Statewide Student Assessment and Data Analytics, 

will facilitate each session to engage teachers and school leaders in making sense of assessment and data, so 

that it can be used to build trust and collaboration and develop fluency in decision making to help close gaps in 

instruction and learning.  

mailto:testing123@state.mn.us
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.32560553273387505&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004f0b968ca8387de69e58855d58296f67ac3181f3e14b22c708bd277f36c307ce3%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D165398294816653437%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQUyEbxLBrar58oj-GLZe6-mDlwHI46sB1Fp2NqhZOUFQ2%26
https://uwmadison.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=uwmadison&service=6&rnd=0.32560553273387505&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fuwmadison.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b00000004f0b968ca8387de69e58855d58296f67ac3181f3e14b22c708bd277f36c307ce3%26siteurl%3Duwmadison%26confViewID%3D165398294816653437%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAQUyEbxLBrar58oj-GLZe6-mDlwHI46sB1Fp2NqhZOUFQ2%26
https://portal.wida.us/ACCESSTraining/ACCESSWebinars.aspx
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cuLrifc5wS5SGEJ
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cuLrifc5wS5SGEJ
http://minnesota.pearsonaccessnext.com/mde-updates/assessment-update/


Registration is required for each WebEx session, using the links in the table below. Participants will earn one 

continuing education unit (CEU) for each session. All sessions will be recorded and posted for future reference. 

Please contact Kendra at kendra.olsen@state.mn.us with any questions. 

Note: The first three sessions have already taken place. Staff can join any session, and if someone did not attend 

the first three sessions, they are still encouraged to attend any session of interest. 

SESSION 

# 
DATE AND TIME TOPIC AND DETAILS LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

4 Thursday,  

Oct. 22,  

4–5 p.m. 

Assessment for Learning – How do 

we know what our students really 

know? 

Register for Session 4 

Participants will be able to: 

Integrate simple, frequent “checks for 

understanding” into existing 

instructional plans that elicit an 

accurate picture of the depth of what 

students know 

Improve rigor and alignment of 

formative assessment to the standards 

Define success criteria for students 

5 Thursday,  

Nov. 12,  

4–5 p.m. 

Assessment of Learning – 

Summative Assessments for your 

Classroom 

Register for Session 5 

 

Participants will be able to: 

Improve alignment of classroom 

assessments to standards 

Increase the rigor of questions to 

eliminate student misconceptions 

Ensure assessments measure the 

extent students have mastered the 

standards for an instructional unit 
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Tech Update 

Open Positions on State Assessments Technology Work Group (SATWG) 

Note: This article is identical to the one included above. It is repeated here specifically for technology staff.  

MDE’s Statewide Student Assessment and Data Analytics division is looking for district technology staff or DACs 

to fill open positions for the State Assessments Technology Work Group (SATWG). Members of SATWG help test 

software releases and provide feedback to MDE and service providers before, during, and after online test 

administrations in order to help achieve successful administration of online assessments.  

mailto:kendra.olsen@state.mn.us
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/k2/j.php?MTID=ta9817541161c823c6d84a058e33da101
https://minnesota.webex.com/minnesota/k2/j.php?MTID=t82ad782acf949042990361c4f3255952


Members include district technology coordinators, district technology staff, and DACs. Committee members 

serve a two-year term. The committee meets as needed via conference call or in person. Please contact 

andrea.hansen.bishop@state.mn.us for more information or to apply to be a work group member. 
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